
Annual Meeting of the Parishioners of Merton – M1/2026

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PARISHIONERS OF MERTON
 HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL 

AT 19:30 ON 11 MAY 2026

PRESENT:             Duncan Marshall (Chair Parish Council)                                

IN ATTENDANCE:  Newly elected Parish Councillors:, Martin Smith, Roy Gurprashad and Lucy Wainwright.
             Four members of the public

F. Foxon (Woodland representative)
C. Newton (Village Hall Bookings Clerk)
County Cllr. Laura Gordon
T. Charlesworth (Clerk/RFO Parish Council)

1. APOLOGIES: None recorded.

2. MINUTES: RESOLVED:
a. To Confirm minutes of Annual Meeting of the Parishioners of Merton held on 19 May 2025:

RESOLVED:  
i. That the draft minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parishioners of Merton held on 19 May 2025 at 7.30pm were 

accepted, approved and signed by the Parish Council Chair Cllr. D. Marshall.

3. CHAIR/FINANCIAL REPORT: The Chair welcomed those present and started by expressing his thanks to Cllrs M. Smith and 
P. Stubbs, who's Term of Office ends today, for their service on the Parish Council.  The Parish Council has had a successful 
year, the highlight of which was the traffic calming measures that had been put in place. 
a. Community Involvement:Thanks were expressed to

i. C. Newton for taking the lead in the breakfast morning and the litter pick; for taking on the role as Bookings Clerk for 
the village hall and keeping the hall clean.

ii. P. Murphy for his continued commitment to the Film Club and for his work as the Merton's Footpath Warden.
iii. To the Woodland volunteers for their work, the woodland looks amazing and is a wonderful asset to the parish.

For all of these things to continue the Parish Council would welcome any volunteers; following the election there are three 
vacancies on the Parish Council if anyone is interested in becoming a member please let us know.

4. VILLAGE HALL: Parish Council proposals: The Chair reported that:
a. Moving into 2026/27 with a surplus of funds over from 2025/26, it is hoped that with the support of grants, the Parish 

Council is proposing to work on the development of the village hall and community space by providing a patio area for the 
picnic benches, essentially extending the village hall space.

Councillors expressed their thanks to the Chair.

5. DISTRICT & COUNTY COUNCILLOR'S REPORT(S): County Councillor's annual report was read prior to her arrival.
a. District Cllr. Gemma Coton (Liberal Democrat) – Launton and Otmoor: Not present.
b. District Cllr. Julien Nedelcu – (Liberal Democrat) – Launton and Otmoor: Not present.
c. County Cllr. Laura Gordon (Liberal Democrat Green Alliance (Liberal Democrat Member) –  Kidlington North & Otmoor:

i. London Road, Bicester – Proposals: Discussions took place around the proposals; she agreed to check what affect 
the proposals would have the H5 Bus service.  Network Rail would be responsible for providing any signage.

ii. Congestion Charges: From a legal stance, when the Botley Road re-opens filters will take effect and the congestion 
will end.  The 'Cabinet', of which she becomes a member tomorrow, will discuss if the congestion charge should 
become permanent; she is in support of this proposal as it provides funding for things like free park and ride services; 
should it be approved then they would look at an improved paying system.

The Chair Cllr. D. Marshall expressed thanks, on behalf of the Parish Council, for being actively involved in the village, her 
support was very much appreciated.

6. REPORTS FROM GUEST/REPRESENTATIVES: 
a. Traffic Calming Working Group: A meeting to be arranged to discuss the siting/re-siting of traffic calming equipment.
b. Merton Community Woodland Committee Representative:  Firstly, acknowledged the kind words expressed by the Parish 

Council:
i. The group have two concerns:

• Ash Die Back: Sixty percent of the Woodland comprises of Ash Trees and whilst the volunteers have worked 
hard to minimise the damage, it may be time to consider replanting (the Woodland Trust may be able to provide 
some saplings).

• In Spring work is carried out to coppice the Hazel stands however, some are dying back.
ii. Thanks were expressed to the Parish Council for providing wood chips which were used to put over the mud at the 

entrance gates during the winter when the ground is very wet.
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iii. The Parish Council were asked to consider paying for a tree and reptile Survey; a. to provide an overview of the 
health of the woodland and b. to understand what the eco system supports; the group would do some research and 
provide the Parish Council with the information.

iv. Cricket Bat Willows: In response to a query raised by J. S. Wright & Sons following the replanting of twenty-five new 
Cricket Bat Willows; the Woodland Group confirmed that they would are able to keep the side shoots off the new sets 
to the crown.

c. Footpath Warden: Time is spent walking the paths and cutting brambles back to keep them clear.  The main issue is the 
footpath bridge over the River Ray; this significant route is currently closed pending funding to replace the bridge, 
considered unsafe.  County Cllr. L. Gordon agreed to follow this up.  He had also been made aware of the Notice of 
Confirmation of Modification Order to the Public Rights of Way for Oxfordshire Merton Bridleway No. 4 (part) Modification 
Order 2026.

d. Film Club: A service provided by Age UK since 2016, during the ten years sixty films have been shown; during Covid the 
service was stopped and when it resumed the gentleman that provided the equipment was no longer able to work in the 
evenings; this has meant that showings have been on a Wednesday afternoon but attendance has dropped to around 
fifteen; which is a shame as it was provided as a free social event, offering free refreshments as well as a viewing.  Age 
UK will no longer be providing the Licence to run the event and the cost has been picked up by the Parish Council, who 
are very supportive, having offered the use of the equipment it could mean that a mix of evening and afternoon showings 
could be offered but, volunteers to run the events is desperately needed as it falls on one persons shoulders to organise it.

e. Launton Football Club: Due to training had unfortunately been unable to attend the meeting following a courtesy invite.  
The Parish Council acknowledged that they had been respectful of the facilities and it had been good to see the facilities in 
use.

7. OPEN FORUM: The following matters were discussed:
a. Defibrillator: Mr P. Stubbs was happy to continue to look after the equipment as it was registered in his name.
b. Village Hall Window Cleaning: Mr P. Stubbs offered to come and clean the outside of the windows on a semi-regular 

basis.  The Parish Council acknowledged his continued support.
c. Notice Board: Parish Council notices would be displayed in A3 size once the new notice board is fitted.
d. Manor House Care Home: Architects for the new owners will be attending the next Parish Council meeting.

The Chair Cllr. D. Marshall thanked everyone for attending.

There being no other business the Chairman closed the meeting at 20.23.
.

Draft Minutes subject to confirmation:

Approved and Signed by the Presiding Chairman of the Parish Council : …...................................................

Date: …......................................          
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