MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN MERTON VILLAGE HALL
AT 7.30PM ON 13 APRIL 2026

PRESENT: D. Marshall (Chair)
Martin Smith, David Richardson, L. Wainwright, and R. Gurprashad (Councillors)

IN ATTENDANCE: Clerk: Tracey Charlesworth
Six Parishioners

APOLOGIES:
RESOLVED:
«  To accept apologies from ClIr. P. Stubbs and C. Newton (Village Hall Bookings Clerk/Cleaner)

DECLARATION OF INTEREST: To receive declarations of interest from councillors in relation to
matters on the agenda and in accordance with the Council's Code of Conduct: None received.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: The following matters were raised:

1. Traffic Calming: Update provided; the suggestion of speed checks will form part of any traffic
calming action.

2. Cricket Bat Willows Ownership/Proceeds: The Parish Council is continuing its research and will
act upon any evidence.

MINUTES:
1. To confirm the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 9 March 2026 at 7.30pm
previously circulated and taken as read:
RESOLVED:
» That the draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 9 March 2026 at 7.30pm were
accepted and approved and signed by the Chair Cllr. Duncan Marshall.

REPORTS:
a. Chair's Report: Read and the following matters noted that do not already form part of the
agenda:
i.  The Chair expressed his thanks to Clir. D. Richardson for his many years service to
Merton.

i. Expressed thanks to C. Newton for organising the Breakfast morning; a huge success,
for it to continue more volunteers would be needed.

ii. The suggestion of spring bulb planting to be reviewed; next agenda.

iv. Report of rubbish being dumped at the Woodland and books being thrown around in the
Bus Shelter; to consider action next agenda.

v. Village Hall Patio area and storage: Possible funding for the proposed patio area and PC
to consider the availability and possibility of a pre-fab garage as storage.

b. Clerk's Report: Matters on the agenda.

COUNTY/DISTRICT COUNCILLOR(S): County Councillor's written report was taken as read and
noted.

PARISH COUNCIL GOVERNANCE:
1. Risk Assessment: Rolling review:

a. Village Hall Risk Assessment: Report following run of risk assessment: Following an on-site
meeting to run through the risk assessment at the village hall it became apparent that the
document was not totally adequate. Agenda item for next meeting; to consider quote for a
professional risk assessor.

b. Spring Clean/Volunteers Risk Assessment: To approve: Document to be completed before
the spring clean and for approval at the next meeting.

2. Pension Regulator: On-line details completed. Letter to Clerk offering the ability to opt in or out
to be sent.
3. Parish Council Elections 2026: Notice of nominations published.
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8. ASSET MANAGEMENT:

1.

Recreational Field/Play Area/Allotments:
a. Recreational Area:
i. Bookings Update: No update.
i. Goal Posts: C/fwd until the football season has finished and the weather improved.
ii. Fire Assembly Sign in the park: To consider/approve replacement: Estimates to be
sought for next meeting.
b. Village Hall:
i.  Appointment of Village Hall Cleaner and Bookings Clerk:
o  Contract: Signed copy to be filed.
i. Village Hall Bookings: No update.
i. Village Hall Hire Agreement: To be updated in line with Fire Safety requirement:
Document updated; to be reviewed again once Risk Assessment run.
c. Merton Woodland:
i. Cricket Bat Willows:

o Update on replanting: J.S. Wright & Sons Ltd have confirmed in an email that 25
Cricket Bat Willows were planted on the 28 January 2026 and were gifted to the Parish
Council on the understanding that they will be able to purchase the trees on maturity, having
regard for the extra sets planted, obviously following a formal offer. They requested
confirmation that the Parish Council would be able to keep the side shoots off the new sets
to the crown; the Parish Council would raise this with the woodland group.

o Ownership and Proceeds Query: The Parish Council is continuing its research and
will act upon any evidence.

9. COMMUNICATIONS:

1.

Merton PC Facebook Page:
a. To consider matters for publication: The following approved for publication:-

i.  Cherwell/Oxfordshire Bulletins: Matters published.

i. Agenda link published.

i. Volunteers List; Following publication it was noted that whilst there had been more traffic
on Facebook, there had been little response to the request for ideas (responses need to
be directed through the Clerk to the Parish Council) and volunteers.

iv. Parish Council Election information published.

10. COMMUNITY:

1.

® N

Planning Applications: To consider all recent applications received from Cherwell District Council

detailed below and any other planning applications submitted and published on the CDC

planning portal between the agenda being published and the meeting:

a. None noted.

Decision Notices: To consider all recent notices received from Cherwell District Council detailed

below and any other planning notices submitted and published on the CDC planning portal

between the agenda being published and the meeting: The following noted:-

a. None noted.

Withdrawal Notices:

a. None noted.

Planning Matters: None noted.

Traffic Calming:

a. VAS Equipment: Update on purchase of pneumatic strips: Delivery received; Traffic Calming
group to meet and discuss where they would be best situated.

b. 40mph buffer zone: The Parish Council agreed to wait for further information before
committing funds as being considered by O.C.C. for all villages with 20mph limits.

Footpaths:

a. Footpath to Fencott: No update.

Film Club: Film advertised on Facebook.

Telephone Kiosk: To consider options: The Parish Council supports the idea of utilising the box

for housing the defibrillator; further information is required with regards to permission to re-site

nearer the bus stop before a decision can be made.

0O.C.C. FixMyStreet Super User — Would the parish council be interested in having a councillor

or local resident volunteer as a FixMyStreet Super User? Parish Council to consider: Information
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to be put on Facebook: Information to be forwarded to a parishioner who expressed an interest
in volunteering.
10. Bus Shelter Timetable: The new notice board to be utilised once purchased.

11. FINANCE:
1. Quotes:
a. Drainage Survey: Further quotes to be obtained.
b. 0O.C.C. 40mph Buffer Zone: The Parish Council agreed to wait for further information before
committing funds: Under O.C.C. consideration as part of the 20mph limits.
c. Tree Survey: Report: Findings
i.  To consider approval of annual survey quote; two quotes requested only one received:
RESOLVED:
= To accept and approve quote from Bicester Tree Services to carry out a negative tree survey
£350.00 plus VAT.
i. Treatment of Sooty Bark Disease:

RESOLVED:
= To accept and approve quote from Bicester Tree Services to carry out works as a result of
survey:

= Sycamore - Sooty Bark Disease - fell to near ground level.
= Elm - Dutch Elm Disease - dead - fell to near ground level.
= Poplar - Sesia Apiformis damage and secondary decay to the main stem near ground level.
Fell to near ground level: £500.00 plus VAT.
= Arisings will be burnt on site due to the presence of potentially harmful fungal spores. You
are not located within a conservation area and no tree is subject to a TPO. Vehicular access
to the base of the trees will required for the duration of the works, access will be restricted.
Signs, cones and tape will be used if necessary to cordon off the area. On completion the
grounds will be clean, tidy and safe with only a small amount of dust remaining:
d. Notice Board: Four comparisons were considered for a tamper and flame proof notice board.
RESOLVED:
= To approve the quote from Morley's for £468.00.
e. Blue/Green Wheelie Bins:
RESOLVED:
* Not to place an order at this time.
2. Receipts: To record and approve any receipts received listed on receipts and payments
schedule: The following receipts recorded as received:-
a. Village Hall/Recreational: To confirm income from Village Hall Bookings: No cash received;
the following paid by bank transfer/credit:-
i.  Hall Hire/Recreational Area - #63- £30.00
i. Hall Hire - #64 - £13.00 (Balance of Petty Cash - IT)
ii. Hall Hire/Recreational Area - #65- £60.00
iv. Hall Hire (Deposit) - #66 - £50.00
v. Hall Hire/Recreational Area #68 - £531.00
b. C.D.C. - Remittance Advice from Cherwell District Council — Parish Precept first payment -
£11,500.00.
3. Accounts Paid Prior to the Meeting: The following payments were verified:-
a. Salary March 2026 - £265.20 Gross (Should of been £273.80 — Underpaid by £8.60) To be
verified: Power to spend under LGA1972 s112 (1)(2).
b. HMRC — Payment March 2026.
c.  Unity Trust Bank Plc — St. No: 057 — Charges £7.00 — 1.2.2026-28.2.2026 — Payment to be
debited from account 31.3.2025.
4. Accounts for Payment:
RESOLVED:
= To approve the following for payment; to be set up with Unity Trust online banking:-
a. Salary - April 2026 - £ 273.80 Gross: To be approved for payment at the end of April: Power
to spend under LGA1972 s112 (1)(2).
b. Expenses:
i. Expenses March 2026 - £1.60 - plus Home Working Allowance £26.00: Power to spend
under LG (Financial Provisions) Act 1963 s5
Total Exp £27.60
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c. C. Newton — Village Hall Cleaner - Inv. No: 03 - £32.00 (Incl. £2.00 mats) — 1.3.2026-
31.3.2026.

d. Defib Warehouse - We are processing your order #182167 — Invoice No: DW-182167 -
£77.94 - iPAD SP1 Adult/Child Electrode Pads.

e. Metro Count Uk Ltd — Inv. No: INV11394 - £1,591.80 — Pneumatic Strips.

f.  Castle Water — Inv. No: 10009739570 - £59.66 — Period 1.3.2026-31.3.2026.

g. D. Marshall - Plumbfix — Inv. No: A25289572755 - £24.99 — Paint for Traffic Calming Gates —
(Reimbursement).

h. Cherwell District Council — National Non-Domestic Rate Demand for the year 2026/27 -
£2,253.80 with relief £0.00.

i. WTG Consultants Ltd — Inv. No: TG/21/26 — £112.50 - Internal Audit.

i.  M.R.&J.S. Cross — Inv. No's: 401 - £205.20 (Grass Cutting Woodland 30.3.2026) — 402 -
£624.00 (Grass cutting/strimming recreational ground 13 and 31 March 2026) — Total
£829.20.

k. Cherwell District Council — Inv. No: 20033252 - £226.51 - Half Yearly Charge for Emptying
Dog Bins - Cost includes 10% Admin Fee. 3 Dog Bins.

5. Funding/Grants: To consider/approve applications:

a. 0.C.C. - County Council — Laura Gordon — Councillor Priority Fund: Support to be offered for
funding for a patio area; amount to be confirmed.

b. 0O.C.C. - Flood project funding Expressions of Interest - Oxfordshire County Council Priority
Action flood projects 2026/27 - return any initial expressions of interest by filling in and
returning the attached form by 4" May 2026: No requirement.

6. Training: Consider/approve any training opportunities offered by OALC, NALC and SLCC:

a. Breakthrough Communications — Data Protection Part 3: Booked for 27 April 2026.

b. HMRC - Employers — what's new for 2026 to 20277 Attended..

c. Parkinson's Partnership — Free VAT Session 24 March 2026: Attended.

7. Good Energy: Electricity prices are increasing from 1 November: Review tariff:

a. Clear Solutions — Your OALC partnership — National Council Energy Scheme:

Consider/approve: ClIr. L. Wainwright to review for next meeting.
8. Financial Reports and Bank Reconciliation:

a. Budget Comparison: 1.4.2025 — 31.3.2026 up to 13.4.2026: Presented prior to the meeting,
accepted and approved, noted that there were no further anomalies.

b. Bank Reconciliation presented prior to the meeting, accepted and approved.

i. 1.1.2026 — 31.3.2026 (Unity Trust St. No: 058 31.3.2026): IT Transfer of £13.00 balance
of Petty Cash float paid into the Unity Trust Bank Account.

Balance B/fwd: £42,220.44
Add Receipts: £ 1,094.00
Less Payments: £ 3,428.56
Total C/fwd: £39,885.88

9. Financial Controls Checks: Financial Controls Check presented and signed by Financial
Controller; RFO signed, Minute reference to be completed.
10. Banking:
a. Hinckley & Rugby Building Society — Savings Solutions Tailored for Town and Parish
Councils: Clerk tasked with removing from agenda: not to pursue at this time.
11. Payroll: HMRC:
PAYE: Submissions update: Up to date; final submission made for end year April 5™; P60 to
be send to employee after year end.
a. HMRC — DM PAYE - Outstanding costs £181.83: Query update: No response to date.
12. Funds/Reserves: Review c/fwd to next meeting.
13. Account Year Ending 31 March 2026:
a. Internal Audit: To consider interim report 2025/2026 and any action: Carried forward to next
meeting.
b. Oxon SA/Moore Uk — To note official notification to submit your authority's return 2025/2026:
Noted.
c. OALC - Practitioner's Guide 2026/27 — To note changes.
14. Precept: To note C.D.C. - Confirmation of Council Tax Precepts Approval for 2026/27 -
scheduled dates for the instalment payments: 14th April 2026 - 9th September 2026.

12. EMPLOYMENT:
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1. Clerk's Contract and Job Description: Review comments to be forwarded to Chairman.
a. Health & Safety: Consider lawful requirement: C/fwd.
b. Annual Appraisal: Recommended by Internal Auditor: To be considered.

2. HMRC - Important information for employers: Circulated.

13. ATTENDANCE AT MEETINGS/TRAINING: To confirm or approve attendance at meetings or training
prowded by NALC, SLCC, C.D.C. and OALC:

0O.C.C. - One Oxfordshire and LGR - Invitation to Town and Parish Councils Briefing Session -

The Government’s consultation closes at 11:59pm on 26 March 2026: Consultation closed;

awaiting decision.

CFO - Village Halls Management Training 28 March 2026: No attendance recorded.

3. C.D.C. - Invite to Planning Support for Town & Parish Councils - Date: Tuesday 21 April 2026 -
Venue: John Paul Il Centre, Bicester — Schedule: 09:30 — Arrival and coffee - 10:00-12:00 —
Morning training session - 12:00-13:00 — Lunch break - 13:00-15:30 — Afternoon training
session: Chair ClIr. D. Marshall to attend if available.

N

14. GENERAL
1. Correspondence: Comments to be considered and any matters for the next agenda not already
considered as part of this agenda:

a. MPC58(17): 0O.C.C. - Spruce up your signs! - Would your Parish like to borrow our Road
Sign Cleaning Kit? PC to borrow the road sign cleaning kit.

b. MPC358(36): O.C.C. - Review of Financially Supported Bus Services - We encourage
comments and suggestions from representatives of the communities covered by the routes
under review: please submit any responses to public.transport@oxfordshire.gov.uk no later
than Monday 20™ April 2026: It was noted that the H5 bus is subsidised by developers
contributions and has a limited life span; County ClIr. L. Gordon to be asked what happens
when funding runs out.

15. Matters for Further Information or Discussion:
1. Matters for Further Information: None.
2. Matters for Further Discussion: None.

16. NEXT MEETING: To confirm:
1. Annual Parish Council meeting to be held on 11 May 2026 at 8:00pm in Merton Village Hall.
2. Annual Parish Meeting of Merton Parish to be held on 11 May 2026 at 7:30pm in Merton Village
Hall.
a. Invites
i. Woodland Group
i. Footpath Warden
i. Launton FC
iv. Traffic Calming Group

Before the meeting closed S. Ward expressed his thanks and recognised Clir. D. Richardson's

contribution to the Parish Council and standing as a councillor at a point when the Parish Council
was on the verge of going under the District Council's control because of a lack of members.

;ere being no other business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9:58pm.
Draft Minutes subject to confirmation:

Approved and Signed by the Presiding Chairman: Clir. D. Marshall:
Date: 11 May 2026.

Minute Ref: M5.2026-6.1
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