MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN MERTON VILLAGE HALL
AT 7.30PM ON 9 JUNE 2025

PRESENT: D. Marshall (Chairman) DM

David Richardson, P. Stubbs, Martin Smith, and L. Wainwright (Councillors) DR/PS/MS/LW
IN ATTENDANCE: Clerk: Tracey Charlesworth TC

W. Meads (Village Hall Booking Clerk) WM

District Clir. Alisa Russell
1 Member of the Public.
Simon Ward (Traffic Calming Working Group representative)

1. APOLOGIES:
RESOLVED:

. To accept apologies from Clirs. R. Gurprashad, County Council Laura Gordon.

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST: To receive declarations of interest from councillors in relation to matters on the agenda and in
accordance with the Council's Code of Conduct: None received.

3. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: The following matters were raised:

1. Village Hall Bookings Clerk:

a. Provision of Outside Tap: CliIr. P. Stubbs confirmed that there was a tap inside the changing rooms that the
caravanners could have access to.

2. Traffic Calming Working Group: The group had met last Friday and have provided the Parish Council with the
information to make a decision.

3. 40mph Buffer Zone: County Clir. L. Gordon is looking into this.

4.  Footpath Stile at the end of the Village: County CllIr. L. Gordon is to be provided with images.

5. Path to the side of the Church: This is a matter for O.C.C., to raise with Gigaclear.

4.  MINUTES: To confirm the minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting held on 19 May 2025 at 8pm previously circulated
and taken as read:
RESOLVED:
That the draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 19 May 2025 at 8m were accepted and approved and
signed by the Chairman Clir. Duncan Marshall.

5. REPORTS:
a. Chairman's Report: None.
b.  Clerk's Report: None.

6. VACANCIES/CO-OPTION:
1. Consider any applications: None.

7. COUNTY/DISTRICTCOUNCILLOR(S)

County ClIr. L. Gordon had provided a written report which was read and the following noted.

a. Local Government Reorganisation: Plans for the 'Greater Oxford' model and the 'two councils' model have been
published for consultation.

b. Gulley Clearance Schedule: Kidlington North and Otmoor are currently scheduled for clearance between 1
February 2026 and annually thereafter.

c.  Councillor Priority Fund: Reopens this month.

d. Islip Bridge Closure: Likely that works will be delayed until spring 2026 the earliest.

e. Merton Traffic and School Bus: Further information requested from officers.

2. District Clir A. Russell was welcomed and reported as follows:
a. Unitary Council: Links to the public consultation dates to be provided.
b.  Link to public consultation on the proposed Part-Night Lighting Implementation Framework to be provided.

Simon Ward (Traffic Calming Group Representative) arrived and the Chairman invited him to address the meeting:

8. TRAFFIC CALMING: Following the groups meeting, the Parish Council have been provided with quotes and a
recommendation of a purchase from Elan City, who currently have a summer offer; the group are investigating the possibility
of the price being held for a purchase of another two SID's at a later date.

The Chairman thanked Simon for attending; he left the meeting.

9. PARISH COUNCIL GOVERNANCE:
1. Civility & Respect Pledge:
a. Registration: To be completed.
2. Policy:
a. Electronic Banking Procedure: To consider/approve draft:
RESOLVED:

. That the Draft Electronic Banking Procedure be adopted with the following amendment:
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¢ The numbering is corrected.

. That No: 9 be amended to read 'The Clerk/RFO shall have delegated authority to 'raise’, (authorise to be removed)
payments'.....
i Accessibility: WCAG 2.2.AA compliance: Website provider has advised that they hope to complete this coming
week.
i Generic Email: Clir. L. Wainwright: Address to be set up.

10. ASSET MANAGEMENT:

1.

2.

3.

Recreational Field/Play Area/Allotments:

a. PlayArea:

i Replacement of Safety Caps: No update.

i. RoSPA - Playsafety Ltd: Annual inspection scheduled for July.

Recreational Area:

a. Bookings Update: Bookings are ticking over; the caravanners have made two more bookings.

b.  Allotments:

i.  Allocation: Awaiting response from parishioner interested in plots 3 & 4.

ii. Goal Posts: A Health & Safety issue has been raised regarding the small goal posts; whilst the Parish Council
recognises that the provision of the goal posts has encouraged children to play football the concern will be
addressed. As a result the Parish Council will make arrangements for its new posts to be erected.

Village Hall:

a. Village Hall Bookings: Bookings continue to tick over, the exercise class on a Tuesday morning is going to stop as
it is not viable to run the class on the current numbers.

i Replacement Door:

Keys: Purchased and held by each of the councillors and village hall bookings clerk.

b. Coat Hooks: Purchased, to be fitted.

c. Fire Safety in Village Halls: Consider the updated Community First Oxfordshire information sheet 37 and any action:
To be actioned: Fire Risk Assessment and audit to be completed and Village Hall Risk Assessment to be updated
accordingly and presented at next meeting for approval and village hall hirer agreement to be updated accordingly.

d. Future Items:

i. External paving/refurbishment of rear store room: Quote to be obtained and plans would need to be drawn up
as consideration for the next precept:

ii. Village Hall Car Park: Consider proposal to purchase matting to extend parking area: Quotes to be obtained
and plans would need to be drawn up as consideration for the next precept.

11.  COMMUNICATIONS:

1.

Merton PC Facebook Page:
a. To consider matters for publication:
i Cherwell Bulletin: Matters published.
ii. Link to public consultation on the proposed Part-Night Lighting Implementation Framework.
iii. LRG Updates.
iv.  OCC Road Closures: See 16.1-a.

12. COMMUNITY:

1.

Planning Applications: To consider all recent applications received from Cherwell District Council detailed below and any
other planning applications submitted and published on the CDC planning portal between the agenda being published
and the meeting:
a. Application No: 25/01329/F

Applicant's Name: Mr & Mrs Gilbert Wines

Proposal: Removal of existing single storey detached garage and attached outbuilding and construction of single

storey side extension.

Location: 9 Otmoor View, Merton, Bicester. OX25 2NL

Parish(es): Merton

Comments by 17 June 2025

RESOLVED:

2.

arw

A © N

The Parish Council had no comments or objections.

Decision Notices: To consider all recent notices received from Cherwell District Council detailed below and any other
planning notices submitted and published on the CDC planning portal between the agenda being published and the
meeting: None noted:

Withdrawal Notices: None noted.

Planning Matters: None noted.

Traffic Calming:

a. 40mph buffer zone: Update c/fwd: County Clir. L. Gordon to follow up.

Merton Wood Management:

a. Options for management: No update.

b.  Schedule of Works: To utilise the grass cutting contract drawn up and previously accepted by the Parish Council
and to add in the hedge cutting; to invite the Woodland Working Group and the contractor to the next Parish Council
meeting to discuss.

c. Cricket Bat Willows: To follow up.

Footpath Stile at the end of the village: Update: County Clir. L. Gordon to follow up: See 3.4.

O.C.C. - Tree Works in Merton: Noted that O.C.C., have planned tree works in Merton.

Dog Bin Sited at Church: Consider if still required:

ESOLVED
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To retain the dog bin as it is used.

13. FINANCE:
1. Receipts: To record and approve any receipts received listed on receipts and payments schedule: The following receipts
recorded as received:-
a. Village Hall/Recreational: Income from Village Hall Bookings Clerk £350.00 received and verified, to be banked.
b. C.D.C.- Remittance Advice — Ref: 30046257 - £250.00 — Hall Hire for elections.
2. Accounts Paid Prior to the Meeting: The following payments were verified:-
a. Salary May 2025 - £331.50 (Incl. £66.30 owed April 2025): Gross: To be verified: Power to spend under LGA1972
s112 (1)(2).
b.  Unity Trust — St. No: 047- £6.00 Service Charges — 30.5.2025.
3. Accounts for Payment:
RESOLVED:
i.  To approve the following for payment; to be set up with Unity Trust online banking:-
a. Salary June 2025 - £265.20 to be approved for payment at the end of June: Power to spend under LGA1972 s112
(M)
b. Expenses:
i Expenses May 2025 £1.60 plus Home Working Allowance £26.00: Power to spend under LG (Financial
Provisions) Act 1963 s5 - Total Exp £27.60.
c. HMRC - £26.40.
d.  Unity Trust Bank Plc — Statement No: 048— 30042025 — Charges £6.00
e. W. Meads - Village Hall Cleaner — Inv. No: 023 - £82.50 — 1.5.2025-31.5.2025
f M.R. & J.S. Cross —nv. No's: 339 - £198.00 (Grass cutting Woodland 30.5.2025) — 340 - £600.00 (Grass cutting
recreational area — 8.5.2025 — 30.5.2025) — Total: £798.00.
g. Invoice INV-7591 from Windrush Door & Window Services Ltd for Merton Village Hal - £6,944.40 — Verified by Clerk
with quotation and minute ref: M3/2025-12.6-b: Cost covered by Councillors Priority Fund, balance from Village Hall
Fund.
h.  D. Richardson — Reimbursement — Lock & Key — £60.00 (Village Hall Keys as approved at last meeting) - Power to
spend LGA 1972 S133..
i D. Marshall — Reimbursement — Plumb Fix — Inv. No: A21872503685 - £27.58 (Village Hall coat hooks as approved
at last meeting) - Power to spend LGA 1972 S133.
j.  Castle Water — Inv. No: 10006769979 - £47.03 — (Period 1.5.2025-31.5.2025).
4. Quotes:
a. Seating (Recreational Area): To compare cost of materials to make a bench with the cost of purchasing new: C/fwd.
b. VAS Equipment: To consider/approve quote for SID's and Pneumatic Speed Recording System: The Parish Council
having received three quotes from the Traffic Calming Working Groups:
RESOLVED:
That having reviewed the quotes and recommendation from the Traffic Calming Working Group, the Parish Council
approved the quote from Elan City for two SID's (to be fitted to existing posts at either end of the village) and
Pneumatic Speed Recording System; Clerk to place order; spend previously approved of £6,000.00 from the Traffic
Calming Fund.
5. Funding/Grants: To consider/approve applications:
a. Councillors Priority Fund: Reopening: To review.
Request Parish Council Grant: Oxford Parent/Infant Project: No funding approved.
Training: Consider/approve any training opportunities offered by OALC, NALC and SLCC: No interest expressed.
Film Club: To consider payment for licence to show films as Age UK Licence is due o expire and will bot be renewed and
power to spend: Deferred as Age UK currently covering.
9. Financial Reports and Bank Reconciliation:
a. Budget Comparison: Presented prior to the meeting, accepted and approved, no anomalies noted.
i. 1.4.2025-31.3.2026 up to 9.6.2025
b.  Bank Reconciliation presented prior to the meeting, accepted and approved.
i. 1.4.2025 - 30.6.2025 (Unity Trust St. No: 047— 31.5.2025):
Balance B/fwd: £38,646.88

® N o

Add Receipts: £12,432.25
Less Payments: £ 4,553.38
Total C/fwd: £46,525.75

c. Financial Controls Checks: Financial Controls checklist completed and signed by the Financial Controller Clir. M.
Smith and RFO.
10. Banking:
a. Hinckley & Rugby Building Society — Savings Solutions Tailored for Town and Parish Councils: Information to be
reviewed i.e., accessibility.
b.  Unity Trust Bank Plc: ID information has been provided; Clir. L. Wainwright needs to setup email address so that the
application form can be completed.
c.  Unity Trust Bank — Important updates to Privacy Notice and Online Banking User Agreement (EULA) noted.
d. Debit Card: To re-consider the use of a debit card:
RESOLVED:
Not to sign up for a debit card.
11. Payroll: HMRC:
a. PAYE: Submissions update: Up to date.
12. Audit Year Ending 31 March 2025:
a. External Audit: Oxon SA/Moore - Intermediate Review - AGAR 2024/2025: Submitted to External Auditor.
b.  Exercise of Public Rights:To be published on 30 June 2025.
c. Required documents sent to the External Auditor to meet deadline of 30 June 2025.
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14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

d. Documents as required by the Audit and Transparency Codes to be published before 1 July 2025: In progress.

EMPLOYMENT:
1. Clerk's Contract and Job Description: Review comments to be forwarded to Chairman.
a. Hours: To approve implementation of increased hours and date of implementation: Implemented.
b.  Home Working Allowance: To approve implementation from April 2024 as budgeted for: Implemented.
2. Health & Safety: Consider lawful requirement: Information to be re-circulated for consideration at next meeting.

ATTENDANCE AT MEETINGS/TRAINING: To confirm or approve attendance at meetings or training provided by NALC,

SLCC, C.D.C. and OALC:

1. EWR Co Oxford to Bletchley Enhanced Local Representatives Group (LRG ) meeting in person — St Andrew's Baptist
Church, St Andrew's Road, Bletchley, MK3 5DR on Monday 9 June between 6pm: No attendance recorded.

2. C.D.C. Invitation — Cherwell Parish Liaison Meeting — 11 June 2025 — Parish Liaison in C.D.C's new town centre offices
in Banbury: ClIr. L. Wainwright to attend and report back next meeting.

GENERAL
1. Correspondence: Comments to be considered and any matters for the next agenda not already considered as part of
this agenda:
a. MPC348(48) O.C.C.-TTRO (T15966) Temporary Road Closure — Holton/Wheatley, A40 Wheatley Bypass:
On Facebook.
b. MPC348 (51) 4™ Corner Landscaping — New Service for Parish Councils — Village and verges: Noted.

Matters for Further Information or Discussion:
1. Matters for Further Information:

a. None.
2. Matters for Further Discussion:
a. None.

NEXT MEETING: To confirm:
1. Merton Parish Council Meeting to be held on 14 July 2025 at 7.30pm n Merton Village Hall.

There being no other business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9:30pm.

Draft Minutes subject to confirmation: Approved Minute Ref: M7/2025-4

Approved and Signed by the Presiding Chairman: D. Marshall

Date: 14 July 2025
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