THE PARISH COUNCIL OF MERTON OXFORDSHIRE

https://www.mertonparishcouncil.co.uk

Clerk to Merton Parish Council: Tracey Charlesworth, North End House, Blackbull Lane, Fencott, Kidlington,
Oxon. OX5 2RD
Tel: 01865 331481; fax: 01865 331653; email: pcclerkmerton@mertonparishcouncil.co.uk

To all Members of Merton Parish Council: You are hereby summoned to attend the Meeting of Merton Parish
Council on Monday 10 November 2025 at 7.30pm in Merton Village Hall.
Parish Clerk: Tracey Chawlesworthv

Members of the public and press are welcome to attend and may address the council under Item 3 — Public Participation
on matters on the agenda. Under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 Meetings shall be open to the
public unless their presence is prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be
transacted or for other special reasons. The public’s exclusion from part or all of a meeting shall be by a resolution which
shall give reasons for the public’s exclusion.

AGENDA:
1. To Accept Apologies For Absence:

2. Declaration of Interest: To receive declarations of interest from councillors in relation to matters on the agenda
and in accordance with the Council's Code of Conduct.

3. Public Participation: Members of the public may make representations, answer questions and give evidence
at a meeting which they are entitled to attend in respect of the business on the agenda. The period of time
designated for public participation at a meeting in accordance with standing order 3(e) shall not exceed 15
minutes unless directed by the chairman of the meeting. Subject to standing order 3(f) above,), a member of
the public shall not speak for more than 3 minutes.

4. Village Hall Bookings Clerk and Cleaner: Guest.
5. Guest: Proposal for village to purchase telephone box sited in the care home grounds for a book library.

6. Minutes:
1. To confirm the minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting held on 13 October 2025 at 7.30pm previously
circulated.

7. Reports:
a. Chairman's Report.
b. Clerk's Report.

8. Vacancies/Co-option:
1. Vacancies:
a. Consider any applications.

9. County/District Councillor(s): To receive reports.

10. Parish Council Governance:
1. Civility & Respect Pledge:
a. Registration: Update.
2. Website:
a. Accessibility: WCAG 2.2 AA compliance: Update.
3. Risk Assessment: Review of Village Hall Risk Assessment and update with regards to Fire Safety in
Village Halls: Consider the updated Community First Oxfordshire Information sheet 37 and any action.
4. Asset Register: Review following felling of Cricket Bat Willows.
Communication Strategy:
a. Questionnaire: To consider result and action.
Freedom of Information: To accept completed details and costs.
Community Emergency Plan: Annual review.
Grant Funding Policy: To consider and adopt a policy as recommended by Internal Auditor.
Cash Handling Policy: To consider and adopt a policy as recommended by Internal Auditor.
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11. ASSET MANAGEMENT:
1. Recreational Field/Play Area/Allotments/Village Hall:
a. Play Area:
i  Replacement of Safety Caps: Update.
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b. Recreational Area:
i Bookings: Update.
ii  Goal Posts: Update.
c. Village Hall:
i  Village Hall Bookings: Update.
i Village Hall Hire Agreement: To be updated inline with Fire Safety requirement.
iii  Communication:
o Update on proposed linked calendar through the website/email addresses.
o Bookings Clerk: Generic Email: Update.
d. Merton Woodland:
i Grass and Hedge Cutting Merton Woodland: Review of contractual agreement.
ii  Hedge Cutting: Vale Countryside Volunteers update.
iii  Meadow: Update.

12. COMMUNICATIONS:

1.

Merton PC Facebook Page:
a. To Consider Matters for Publication.

13. COMMUNITY:

1.

Planning Applications: To consider all recent applications received from Cherwell District Council detailed
below and any other planning applications submitted and published on the CDC planning portal between
the agenda being published and the meeting:
a. Application No: 25/02277/F
Applicant's Name: Mr and Mrs O'Neill
Proposal: Demolition of existing storage barn and erection of two dwelling houses with associated
works
Location: Merton Stud, Merton, Bicester, OX25 2NF
Parish(es): Merton
Comment by 29 October
b. Application No.: 25/02734/F
Applicant's Name: Mr Nicholas James Turner
Proposal: Erection of a single storey contemporary garden building to be used as a home office -
Location: Merton Croft, West End Lane, Merton, OX25 2NG
Parish(es): Merton
Comments by 13 November 2025

2. Decision Notices: To note all recent notices received from Cherwell District Council detailed below and
any other planning notices submitted and published on the CDC planning portal between the agenda being
published and the meeting:

a. Application No: 25/02188/F

Proposal: Proposed single and double storey rear extension
Location: Winford, Main Road, Merton, Bicester, OX25 2NF
Parish(es): Merton
PERMISSION FOR DEVELOPMENT SUBJECT TO CONDITIONS
Date of Decision: 17 October 2025

3. Withdrawal Notices:
None at time of printing.

4. Planning Matters:
a. Stoke Lyne PC - Building a Coalition of Objection against the Puy du Fou theme park application in

Bucknell: 25/02232/0OUT - please confirm that you would like to join this Coalition of Objection.
5. Traffic Calming: Update from Traffic Calming Working Group:
VAS Equipment:Update.

a. 40mph buffer zone: Update.

6. Footpaths:
a. Stile at the end of the village: Update.
b. Footpath to Fencott: Update.

14. FINANCE:

1. Quotes:

a. Seating (Recreational Area): To compare cost of materials to make a bench with the cost of
purchasing new.

b. Merton Woodland Meadow: To approve quote retrospectively.

c. Bookings Clerk: Self Employment Insurance: To consider and approve payment if the Parish Council
has the power to spend.

2. Receipts: To record and approve any receipts received listed on receipts and payments schedule.

3. Account Paid Prior to the Meeting: To record and approve any invoices paid prior to the meeting as listed
on receipts and payments schedule.

4. Receipts: To record and approve receipts received as listed on receipts and payments schedule

5. Accounts for Payment: To be approved invoices as listed on receipts and payments schedule.
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6. Funding/Grants: To consider/approve applications for funding.
a. 0.C.C. - County ClIr. Laura Gordon - Councillor Priority Fund : Update on possibility of claiming for
bollards.
b. C.D.C. - Applications Now Open — Community Active Travel Fund.
7. Training: Consider/approve any training opportunities offered by OALC, NALC, SLCC.
a. Breakthrough Communications: Course name: Data Protection Part 1: Foundations & Theory - Course
date and time: 03-11-25 09:30 - £35.00: Clerk to attend — Invoice to be issued by OALC.
b. The Parkinson's Partnership LLP — Introduction to VAT (Free) - Tue 24 Mar 2026, 10:00am - 11:30am
GMT: Clerk to attend.
8. Film Club/Age UK Performance Rights: Update.
Good Energy - Electricity prices are increasing from 1st November: Review tariff.
10. Financial Reports: For consideration/approval.
a. Budget Comparison: To accept and approve.
b. Bank Reconciliation: To accept and approve.
11. Financial Controls Checks: Internal Controller.
12. Banking: Hinckley &Rugby Building Society - Savings Solutions Tailored for Town and Parish Councils: To
review information.
a. Unity Trust Bank Plc: Update on additional signatories.
13. Payroll: HMRC:
a. PAYE: Submissions update.
b. HMRC - DM PAYE — Outstanding costs £181.83: Query update.
14. Budget 2026/27: To commence process.
a. Village Notice Board: To consider as part of budget.
b. To consider the proposal to create a category for future spending.
i  External paving/refurbishment of rear store room.
i Village Hall Car Park: Consider proposal to purchase matting to extend parking area.
i  Village Hall Car Park: Consider proposal for bollards if funding unavailable.
c. Election Reserves. To consider as part of the budget.
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15. Employment:
1. Clerk's Contract and Job Description: Review update.
a. Health And Safety: Consider lawful requirement.
b. Annual Appraisal: Recommended by Internal Auditor.

16. Attendance at Meetings: To confirm, record or approve attendance at meetings:

1. C.D.C.-C.D.C. - Parish Liaison Flooding Workshop - Council Chamber Castle Quay - 6.30pm
on Thursday 16 October in the Council Chamber at Castle Quay: Report Cllr. M. Smith.

2. 0.C.C. - Your Invitation for November Community Climate - Adaptation Workshops - The following
workshops are currently scheduled: Evening of November 18t: An online webinar held via Microsoft Teams
- Morning of November 22nd: An in-person workshop to be held at the Westgate Collaboration Space,
Oxford

3. CFO - Community First Oxfordshire AGM 2025 - Date: Thursday 6 November Venue: Online via Zoom —
Tme:10:00-11:30.

4. 0.C.C. - Support for Emergency Exercise - Thursday 13th November we are running a Humanitarian
Assistance Centre (HAC) exercise at Kings Centre, Osney Mead, Oxford,0X2 OES from 10:00-14:30.
There is free parking, or it is a short walk from train station or city centre. We will be providing drinks and
refreshments.

5. CDC Parish Liaison Meeting Invitation - 12 November 6pm - evening of Wednesday 12 November (6-
8pm). This will be held remotely via MS Teams. - Agenda attached.

17. General:
1. Correspondence: — Comments to be considered and any matters for the next agenda not already

considered as part of this agenda:

a. MPC353(61) 0.C.C. - Bicester and Mid-Cherwell Movement and Place (MAP) Plan Engagement
briefing - Recorded session.

b. MPC353(65) CFO - Licencing Act 2023 - TENS. Government Call for evidence -Deadline 6th
November.

c. MPC353(67) C.D.C. - Local Government Reorganisation — publication of the two-unitary proposal.

18. Matters for Further Information or Discussion at the Next Meeting.

19. Date of the next Parish Council Meeting:
1. Merton Parish Council Meeting to be held on 8 December 2025 in Merton Village Hall.
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