AGS assertion 4: Exercise of public rights  5.75. Sections 25 to 27 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 contain provisions giving interested persons and local government electors certain rights of inspection of the accounts and accounting records. Local government electors may also question the auditor about the accounting records and make an objection to the auditor.  5.76. The rights in Sections 26 and 27 must be exercised within a period of 30 working days, during which period the authority must make the accounts and all supporting records available for inspection on reasonable notice and at all reasonable times. 5.77. In accordance with Regulation 12(3) of the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, the authority’s RFO is responsible for commencing the 30 working day period as soon as possible after the statement of accounts has been approved by the authority and signed and dated by the person presiding at the meeting at which that approval is given. The RFO must also notify the local auditor of the date on which the period was commenced.  5.78. In accordance with Regulation 15(1), the RFO must ensure that the 30 working day period includes the first 10 working days of July following the end of the financial year to which the accounts relate.  5.79. In accordance with Regulation 15(2), the RFO must publish (including publication on the authority’s website): • the statement of accounts (Section 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return) accompanied by: o a declaration, signed by the RFO, to the effect that the statement has not yet been reviewed by the external auditor and thus may be subject to change;  • the annual governance statement (Section 1 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return); and • a statement that sets out:  o the period for the exercise of public rights; o details of how a notice should be given of an intention to inspect the accounting records and other documents; o the name and address of the local auditor; and o the provisions contained in sections 26 and 27 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 concerning the exercise of public rights. 5.80. In accordance with Regulation 15(3), the period for the exercise of public rights is treated as being commenced on the day after all of these obligations have been fulfilled. 5.80A. Where amendments are made by the authority to the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) after it has been approved by the authority and before it has been reviewed by the external auditor, it is recommended that the chair and responsible financial officer initial the amendments and if necessary republish the amended AGAR and recommence the period for the exercise of public rights to inspect the accounts. 5.80B. Where amendments are made by the authority to the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) on the recommendation of the external auditor, after it has been approved by the authority, it is recommended that the amended version is published along with the external auditor’s report. In this case, the authority will not need to recommence the period for the exercise of public right  Where an authority does not have its own website, publication may be on any website, provided that the information is accessible by any member of the public without registration or payment. A parish meeting may instead display the information in question in a conspicuous place in the area of the authority for at least 14 days. 5.82. Assertion 4 in the annual governance statement relates to the exercise of public rights ‘during the year’ which means in relation to the Annual Governance and Accountability Return for the previous financial year. For example, when completing the 2018/19 Annual Governance and Accountability Return, assertion 4 refers to the exercise of public rights for the 2017/18 Annual Governance and Accountability Return taking place in June/July/August 2018. The common period of inspection for the 2017/18 Annual Governance and Accountability Return is 2 to 13 July 2018. The earliest commencement date of the 30 working day inspection period is 4 June 2018 and the latest commencement date is 2 July 2018. 5.83. Information on the rights of interested persons and local government electors in respect of the accounts of their authority can be found in Local Authority Accounts – a guide to your rights published by the National Audit Office.
