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THE PARISH COUNCIL OF MERTON OXFORDSHIRE 
Merton Parish Council website 

Clerk to Merton Parish Council: Tracey Charlesworth, North End House, Blackbull Lane, Fencott, Kidlington, Oxon. OX5 
2RD. Tel: 01865 331481; fax: 01865 331653; email: clerkmertonpc@gmail.com 

To all Members of Merton Parish Council: 

You are hereby summoned to attend the Meeting of Merton Parish Council on Monday 13 February 2023 at 7.30pm in 
Merton Village Hall. 

Tracey Charlesworth, Parish Clerk. 

Members of the public and press are welcome to attend during 7.45pm and 8pm when they can ask questions 

or express their views. 

 

Agenda 

1. To Accept Apologies For Absence:  

2. PARISH  COUNCIL:-. 

2.1. Election of Vice-Chairman. 

2.2. Vacancies/Co-option: Consider any applications. 

2.3. New Councillor: 

2.4. DPI Registration Form: Update. 

2.5. Declaration of Acceptance of Office: To be signed and witnessed. 

2.6. To Receive Disclosable Pecuniary Interest:  Register of Members Interests. 

2.5. Merton Village Neighbourhood Plan. 

a) Joint Neighbourhood Plan: Update.    .   MS 

2.6. Code of Conduct: Review. 

2.7. GDPR Policies: Update on publication.      All 

2.8. Civility & Respect Pledge: 

a) To consider passing a resolution to sign up to the Civility and Respect Pledge. 

b) To review statement and proposed policies. 

2.9. Policies:  Review: 

a) Reserves Policy: To be reviewed and amended for adoption. 

2.10. Annual Review of Audit  and Governance Documents: 

a) Review Effectiveness of Internal Audit:  

b) Review of Internal Audit. 

c) Asset Register. 

d) Risk Assessments: Allotments; Parish Council; Village Hall; Play Area; Woodland Volunteers. 

e) Financial Regulations: 

2.11. Laptop: Back up to hard drive. 

 

3. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  Members of the public may make representations, answer questions and give 

evidence at a meeting which they are entitled to attend in respect of the business on the agenda.  The period 

of time designated for public participation at a meeting in accordance with standing order 3(e) shall not exceed 

15 minutes unless directed by the chairman of the meeting. 

4. MINUTES: 

4.1: Approval of the draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 9 January 2023 at 7.30pm. 

 

5. ASSET MANAGEMENT: 

5.1:  Recreational Field/Play Area/Allotments/Village Hall: 

a) Play Area: 

i. RoSPA Report :Update on actions.      All 

b) Recreational Area: 

http://www.mertonparishcouncil.co.uk/
mailto:clerkmertonpc@gmail.com
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c) Village Hall: 

i. Flooding:   

 Asbestos Testing: Update.       All 

ii. Immersion: Update.        PS 

iii. Village Hall Cleaner: Contract and Job Description:     All 

iv. Stock Check: Document to be drawn up to support Insurance policy.   All 

e) Woodland: Cricket Bat Willows – Enquiry from supplier. 

6. COMMUNICATIONS 

6.1:  Merton PC Facebook Page:  

a) To consider/approve matters for publication.      All 

 

7. COMMUNITY: 

7.1: Planning Applications:  

7.2: Decision Notices:   

a) Application No: 22/01847/F  

Proposal: Two storey side and rear extension & single storey rear extension - Alterations to off street parking 

Location: 6 The Cottage, West End Lane, Merton, Bicester, OX25 2NG  

Parish(es): Merton - PERMISSION FOR DEVELOPMENT SUBJECT TO CONDITIONS 

 Date of Decision: 17 January 2023 

7.3: Planning Matters:   

a) C.D.C. – Cherwell Local Plan 2040 review: Consultation deferred. 

b) 20230201-BZN_ACP_Design_Principles-O – Brize Norton Airspace Chance. 

7.4: Traffic Calming: Update from Traffic Calming Working Group:    DR  

a) 20mph Limit Application: Update.       DR  

       7.5:  Bus Stop: Land Registry Search update.      MS 

a) Light/Solar array and LED fixture: Update.      MS/C.Miller. 

7.6 Overgrown Trees: Report of overgrown trees in The Butts.    Clerk  

 

8. FINANCE: 

8.1:  Receipts:  -        

a) Petty cash and Bookings: 

 Dec 2022/Jan 2023. 

 C.D.C. – Remittance - £59.62 – Recycling Site (Adopt a Site Agreement). 

8.2:  Account Paid Prior to the Meeting: None. 

8.3:  Accounts for Payment: To be approved:- 

a) Clerks Pay/Exp. January 2023: 

b) Blackthorn Parish Council – Contribution to Home Working Insurance Policy for Clerk/RFO – (£106.00 paid in 

full by BPC) – Total Contribution £53.00. 

c) Good Energy - I-0244612 - £299.20 – Period 10.10.2022-1.2.2023. 

d) Contribution to MPCC. 

8.5: Quotes: 

a) Laptop:   

b) External Hard Drive:        TC/DR 

c) Access to Church Clock: Consider request. 

d) Hot Water Tank: ASHP element £72.00 plus £10 DPD     PS  

e) Village Hall Air Source Heating: 

f) Grass Cutting 2023: Consider recommendation regarding access for equipment in consultation with Woodland 

Group. 

8.7:  Funding: 

a) County Councillor - Offer of funds to support projects in Merton parish – Application update on quotes for 

heating unit. 

b) The ACRE Platinum Jubilee Fund is now open and round one applications need to be completed by 20th; 

further application opportunities in February. 

8.8:  Spending under COMF Parishes Fund: 

i. Progress Form: Update.       RFO/Clerk 

       8.9: Training: Consider/approve any training costs.      All  



D:\Parish Council\mertonpc\Merton Parish Council\Agenda\Agenda-  13022023.docx 

 

 

i. OALC – Free for Clerks – Training Opportunities for Clerks and Councils - 23rd February, 7-8pm. 55. 

ii. OALC - Allotment tenancy agreements and policies training -8th February – 10am – Members £30.00 

plus VAT. 

       8.10:  Banking:        

a) Unity Trust: Application update. 

i. Electronic payment procedure  

ii. Debit / Payment Card: 

8.11:  Financial Reports and Bank Reconciliation: For consideration/approval.    TC   

i. Verification by Internal Financial Control Cllr. M. Smith    MS 

       8.12:  End of Year Accounts 31 March 2021/2022: 

a) Internal Auditor Report: Actions from report (including those carried over from 2020/21). TC 

       8.13:  End of Year Accounts 31 March 2022/2023: 

i. Merton Question Sheet.        TC 

       8.14: Precept 2023/24: Requirement submitted to C.D.C. 

 

9. GENERAL: 

9.1: The Clerks Contract and Job Description: Review.     DR 

9.2:  Correspondence: – To note correspondence received not otherwise on the agenda where decisions are not 

required:. 

i. MPC320(15): Public Exhibition - Ploughley Road ––Where:  Ambrosden Village Hall, Merton Road, 
Ambrosden OX25 2LX - When:  Thursday 2 February - Time:  15:30 – 20:30.. 

ii. MPC320(16): Article for your local newsletter - Walking in Oxfordshire 
https://www.walkinginengland.co.uk/oxfordshire = Emailed - C/fwd to next meeting. 

iii. MPC320(46): O.C.C. - Please help make every metre count for local schools 
iv. MPC320(49): Land & Property Registration - Help with property records 
v. MPC320(56): C.D.C. - Annual Emergency Planning Unit Town and Parish Survey 2023 – Survey and 

GDPR form to complete – Rec/d 30.1.2023 –The deadline for returns is April 1st 2023. 
vi. MPC320(57): O.C.C. – Parish Planting – Merton – Field Maple – Ambrosden to Merton Road on bend 

before Gulley Row – Consider involving residents in the first three years maintenance. 
vii. MPC321(05): C.D.C. - Information for ward councillors covering Merton and Merton Parish Council – 

Change of election venue (one year due to village hall flooding) to the Church. 
viii. 9.3:  Matters for Further Information or Discussion:    

 

10. NEXT MEETING 

10.1. 13 March 2023 – 7.30pm – Parish Council Meeting:  


